
  

 

ELIZABETH HIGH SCHOOL 
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 

Philosophy  

The vision of Elizabeth High School is to educate students who graduate as life-long learners and responsible, 
productive citizens of our changing world. The administration, faculty, and staff recognize that integrity must be a 
significant component in the academic success of our students; therefore, we promote academic honesty throughout 
Elizabeth High School. We want to foster strong academic habits that will create a firm foundation for student 
success both in school and after graduation. 

Implications of Cheating 

Students who cheat deprive themselves of the opportunity to learn—especially, how to think. Knowing how to think 
critically in each subject area prepares students for university classes, as well as any profession they pursue, and life 
itself. Cheating is destructive to the entire school community since it damages relationships and engenders mistrust 
in teachers and classmates. Students who do not cheat also suffer by the inflated grades that result from academic 
misconduct. Students who choose to cheat or plagiarize will face the risk that teachers and counselors may not want 
to write their letters of recommendation for college.  Students face life changing consequences when they choose to 
cheat rather than earning grades honestly through hard work and good study habits. If students are ever unclear 
about the guidelines regarding the correct way to cite sources, it is their responsibility to consult with their teachers 
before submitting an assignment. Cheating and plagiarism are forms of academic misconduct and are both dishonest 
choices that students can avoid.  Ignorance about what constitutes cheating is not a defense. 
 
Plagiarism 
 
EHS students are expected to cite each web page, book, or other sources each time they include any information in 
an essay or project of their own. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following guidelines: 

● Including the words of another writer without including proper citation (MLA, APA, Chicago Style, etc.). 
Copying and pasting from Internet or other electronic sources— even one sentence —is considered 
plagiarism if there isn’t proper citing (in-text, parenthetical, or footnote). Student writers must also include 
a citation of the source (Works Cited page or Bibliography) at the end of their paper. This applies to other 
forms of expression as well—artwork, photography, computer coding, mathematical calculations, etc. 

● Citing the sources used by copying and pasting entire sentences (or photos/graphics/code) without using 
quotation marks or proper citation methods. 

● Presenting the ideas of another writer (scientist, computer programmer or artist) as one’s own original 
thoughts.  If the paper includes another author's ideas, the student must indicate with footnotes or in a 
Works Cited page where this source can be found. Writing is an extension of one’s thinking, and most 
assignments challenge a student to articulate their own ideas—to differentiate between the opinions one 
arrived at through their own analysis and those they concluded by consulting other sources. Even if one 
shares the same opinion as another writer, and all the words/images in their essay are their own, they must 
give credit to the sources used. This applies to music, artwork, coding, etc. 

● Submitting another student’s work as one’s own, for example, an essay written by a sibling or another 
student. 

● Submitting a paper or art work, etc. purchased from an Internet essay site. 

Cheating 

Cheating offenses include, but are not limited to: 

● The use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations, or altering teacher records. 



 

● Dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the teacher in writing papers, preparing 
reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments. 

● Copying another student’s work or assignment (including homework) to submit as one’s own. 
● Allowing another student to copy your assignment (including homework) with the intention of submitting 

to a teacher for credit. 
● Using an unauthorized set of notes/cheat sheets, calculator/graphic calculator, cell phone, iPad, computer, 

or any other storage device, etc. during a test, quiz or other academic situation. 
● Helping another student without permission on a test or quiz; looking at another student’s work on a test or 

quiz. 
● Stealing or borrowing or removing an exam from the classroom or taking it from a teacher without explicit 

permission. 
● Modifying or in any way altering a teacher’s grades or official records. 
● Using a teacher’s notes, manuals, or guides without explicit permission. 
● Submitting an assignment in two separate classes for different assignments without explicit permission 

from your teachers (in both subjects). 

Consequences 

The consequences of cheating or plagiarism can be severe. Students will receive an F on their assignment or test and 
may also face suspension from school and a notation on their permanent record, which colleges will see. The 
consequences of cheating and plagiarism at Elizabeth High School are as follows: 
 
First Incident:  zero on the assignment along with principal and parent notification. 
 
Second Incident:  zero on assignment and one day out of school suspension. 
 
Any further incidents will be dealt with by the principal. 
 
**NOTE: this is cumulative for all 4 years of high school. If you get caught your freshman year, that doesn’t 
mean you start over your sophomore year. 
 
SHARED RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACADEMIC HONESTY 

Teachers, parents and students must understand, accept, and share responsibilities if this policy is to be effective. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

The student will: 

▪ set aside sufficient time to study 
▪ participate actively in class and attend regularly 
▪ protect work--do not lend or borrow homework  
▪ observe test time limits and not look at another test or allow his or her test to be seen 
▪ not talk during a test or about the test until all classes have had a chance to take it 
▪ not represent as his own the work of a parent, brother, sister, or anyone else 
▪ not change a test item in any way if the test is returned for review 
▪ not allow one member of a team to do the whole task 
▪ learn how to attribute work properly by using parenthetical/in-text citation, footnotes, and 

bibliography/work cited page 

PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

The parent will: 

▪ communicate to the child values of moral and ethical behavior  
▪ refrain from placing undue pressure for high grades 



▪ be aware of a student’s need for a quiet time a place for study 
▪ support the student’s efforts, but not edit, type, or in any other way do the work 
▪ encourage wise use of time 

TEACHER RESPONSIBILITIES 

The teacher will: 

▪ make the classroom policy known to all students 
▪ take extra time to help a student if they don’t understand and give additional resources to help them study 
▪ be specific as to whether work is to be cooperative/group or individual 
▪ prepare students for tests and test on test days 
▪ inform students if unannounced tests will be used in the  course 
▪ carefully proctor tests so as not to tempt the weak 
▪ secure grade book and mark documents so that grades are private and safe 

References and Resources 

Marion County Public Schools Student Code of Conduct, 2013, Lowell High School English Department, Elizabeth High School Handbook 2017 

Please cut and return the bottom portion.  

------------------------------------ Cut Here -------------------------------------- 

I (print name) ______________________________________have read     
and understand the EHS Academic Honesty Policy. I understand that          
plagiarism and cheating are serious academic offenses that will result in           
severe consequences. I agree to only submit my original work for credit            
and to follow the procedures (or ask for help if I am confused) for              
finding, using, and citing information as directed by my teachers and the            
Elizabeth High School Academic Honesty Policy. I understand that this          
policy applies to ALL subject area classes, not just Language Arts. My            
signature is evidence of my understanding and commitment to uphold          
this policy and agree not to partake in any form of academic dishonesty. 

Student Signature:  ______________________________________  

Date:  ____/_____________/2017-18 

Parent Signature:  _______________________________________  

Date:  ____/_____________/2017-18 


